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IMPORTANT 
Bradmola Mills Lid., wish to 
advise 'drapers and stores to 

rchase their Mannequin and 
radmola stockings only 


through the recognised 
Wholesale Warehouses. 


BRADMOLA MILLS LTD., 
Biackrock, Co. Dublin. 


NO, 26,415 
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REDS CLOSING ON| AJ RR TO. ” |LESS PETROL |WAVELL’S DEFENCE|CITY RATES 
- VYAZMA NBBL TO-DAY |FOR PRIVATE | PLANS FOR INDIA | UNCHANGED 


TIMOSHENKO’S GAINS IN | a “ MOBILITY AND ATTACK AT 20/6 
. KHARKOV BATTLE RASTIC reductions shortly will! TQ MEET INVASION ss See gai 


á : & be made in the distribution of DUBLIN city’s rates for 1942-43 
#3 o ia Ge ) i : ' | ge | kerosene, gas and fuel oil, and more Má are to be the same as those for 
Fa Se á ai Ae oi M OSCOW, Friday. — Important | | especially motor spirit. ee last year—20s. 6d. in the £. 
OFF THE , «new gains are announced on is announcement by the Minister : ge SPS igre atypatioe,/ age ae 
w N S ithe central front, where General ‘| for Supplies last night, after the receipt _ WAVELL declared at New ||; meeting of the Estimates Com- 
” 7hukov's pincers is closing in from by him of official intimation that the} Delhi yesterday that the loss of | mittee, presided over by Mr. Martin 
: ——-— ' north and south on Vyazma and the 
! oy highway to Smolensk,‘ and are only 


total quantity of petroletim products | Rangoon and a large part of Lower | w. O’Sullivan. P.C 

a. +. likely to be imported into this country | Burma was in some res vas ittee consi the draft 
LLIED bombers’ maintained ; i forty miles apart, while Marshal oe Pi Óe ai wine ha more serious blow than the loss of BF se aagnnrene Boyes the City 
A Japadiets.. ai intain their aerial offensive upon Timoshenko continues his fierce ieee, sy Scat si ake of the news | Singapore. It brings the war much | Manager for the year which closes at 
Guines. as ai smpts to consolidate “their. bases in New offensive against key defence zones that no further new tyres will be sold closer to India,” he said, “ and | the end of this month, and, ma each 
, announcement disclosed the reer from, Orel to Taganrog. threatens our communications with | estimate had been examined in detail, 

of a Japanese naval force off the Solomon Islands. | 000 ne Russian and German reports disclose 
ws of Australia. e Japanese ships eee Mhá. gne the desperate nature of the counter- 
ago at Kersa, on Buka Island (one of the three i : 
northern islands 


f rivate cars. ! i i 
ier Private motoring in this country is | our Chinese ally.”’ it was ee eee é Bui 
i isi going to cease almost, entirely within a Much the same story applies in of 20s. a in the c a special meet- 
attacks as Red armies, comprising couple of weeks,” a prominent motorist | Burma as in Malaya. "We were not | ing of the City Council. : + 
of the group); and it ; nearly a million men, supported by sufficiently’ prepared. Reinforcements | The following were some o . 
di Pp}, a it is not yet known whether a permanent heavy guns, tanks and dive-bombers, 
landing was effected, deliver their blows at the fortified lines 
REP pe: mer the Japan:se claim to have extended their 
matra, capturing Medan, the capital, and key-points 


foreshadowed, when informed of the ine ' , 
arrived too late, and in the same way principal increases in the 1942-1945 
gas Kharkov and the stubbornly- 
on the island’s north-western ti hie aire: an, 


development. ‘‘ Any cut in the present : 
cin 4 4 they were not sufficiently trained. estimates Demand of Dublin Board 
eld positions east of the Dnieper bend. 
. LE& from which 
the Allied sea-lines in the Bay of Bengal may be sharpened 


ion would make it unreasonable to ‘ a 
fous ian and a drastic cut presum- | Needless to say, we shall continue to of Assistance, £48,334; provision for 
fight the enemy in Burma to the relief schemes, £24,770; housing, 
Beating back these counter-attacks, 
the Soviet troops, by powerful thrusts, 
Medan—which reports on Thursday s ed might still 
be in Dutch hands—has a large airfield. bad ae Japanese say 


ably means two gallons off the monthly 
-, : utmost oí our resources, We are £20,415; school meals, £15,789 ; 
have: driven through the German 
their troops entered the tówn on Thursday morning. Forces 


£4,583 ; 
making every effort to open up fresh | emergency meals scheme, je 
lines of colialaiiasicativan 5 souibintnts Neutrality (War Damage to Property) 
defences at many points. 
Between Orel—near here Berlin yes- 
landing on the northern shore of Sumatra are said to have occu. 
airfield to the west, while other troops 


gisioe Sosrcicéisch 
THE ‘* Irish Times '' to-day announces the inauguration of 
+ NBBL, the National Bread-for-Breakfast-Only Leagu 
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ENERAL SIR ARCHIBALD 


Mr. Sean Lemass, Minister for Supplies, who kindly agreed to be 
first member of the League, received his badge yesterday. He said:— 
‘‘In the interests of all-round reduction of bread consumption, I 
supported from the first the idea of an organisation which would join 
together all those who might give a lead. It is my hope that everybody 
who feels that he or she can do so, will give that lead by publicly 
supporting N BBL.”’ 

With Mr. Lemass at the presentation was Mr. Algernon Odlum, 
managing director of Messrs. W. P. and R. Odlum, Ltd., flour millers, 
and chairman, Dublin Port Milling Company, Ltd., and Waterford 
Flour Mis, Ltd. Mr. Odlum was the first supporter of the suggestion 
of the League, and has been a warm enthusiast of the idea which lies 
behind it. 

Mr. Lemass is first member of the League. 
member. 


ix. 

“The hardship it will impose on 
people who live at distances from 
transport services will be simply 
terrific,’ Mr. C. H. Murphy, Secretary 
of the Automobile Association, stated 
last night. The majority of motorists, 
he added, ‘‘expected something like 
this, in view of the reduction of the 
ration in England to two gallons per 
month.”’ 


(capital debt charges), 5,040; Poula- 
IMMEDIATE PROBLEM | Phouca Waterworks Scheme ‘ (operat. 
ing costs), £6,000 waterworks capital 
“I think that there is little doubt | debt charges (including Poulaphouca 
the Japanese will endeavour to push | Waterworks Scheme), £6,866. 
their advance into Upper Burma to 
cut the link with China and obtain 


The increases are offset by lower 
bases from which India may be 


for the loss of Rangoon. Act, 1941, £5,105; air-raid precautions 
terday admitted a Russian break- 


throngh—and Kharkov the lines have 
been breached at the point of the 
bayonet in several places, and four 
strategic localities have been re- 
occupied. 


Mr. Odlum is second 


estimates for public lighting, street 
and domestic cleansing and sewers and 
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From Ceylon—only a thousand miles 
away from these vantage. points—a 
Reuter dispatch says that reinforce- 
ments have been arriving on the island 
since last November, when Indian 
troops took up stations there. Some 
civil departments are leaving Colombo. 
the chief port and capital, in order to 
make room for what is officially de- 
scribed as “largely increased defence 
personnel and equipment.’’ Anticipat- 
ing the possibilities of Japanese moves 
west and south at the same time, 
Allied forces are preparing in Burma— 
where vast Chimese forces have now 
arrived to form, with British and Indian 
troops, a human barrier to Japan’s 
threatened bid for India—and hitting 
hard at the Japanese forces gathered 
in the approaches to Australia. 

Five American flying. fortresses 
hombed Japanese-held airfields at 
Salamaua and Lae, two of the Japanese 
New Guinea footholds, destroying 
all buildings and inflicting heavy 
damage on the runways. At Lae the 
harbour pier was hit. Japanese fighters 
went up to attack the bombers, but 
five were shot down, while the Allied 
‘planes returned safely. to their bases. 
Australian “planes have struck at 
Japanese bases in New Guinea and 
New Britain. In a raid over Gasmata 
aerodrome on the latter island all 
their bombs fell in the target area, 
and on the return journey the raiders 
held off an attack by Japane. “O” 
fighters and forced them to break off 
the engagement. Over Port Moresby 
Austin fighters had the best of a 
“dog fight,” but detailed results are 
not yet known. An R.A.A.F. spokes- 
man said that the only known Japa- 
nese Fleet within striking distance of 
Port Moresby was at Salamaua. 

Latest news from Burma is that on 
the Prome road e situation is 
stabilised round Tharawaddy, 70 miles 
north-west of Rangoon. Fighting is 
in progress between Pegu and Toungoo, 
both on the railway to Mandalay, but 
details are not known. 


CRUISER AND SLOOP 
LOST 


Mr. Curtin, Australian Premier, an- 
nounced in Sydney yesterday the pre- 
sumed loss of the cruiser Perth and 
the sloop Yarra. There was no news 
of any survivors. The Perth had a 
complement of 682, and the Yarra 151. 
Both fought successfully in the battle 
of the Java Sea and afterwards put 
into a Java port. 

They had not been hearc of since 
they left there for home. Naval 
spokesmen believed it was possible 
some survivors had reached land or 
were picked up. 

Mr. Curtin said that after the 
Japanese had claimed the sinking of 
the Perth she returned unharmed to a 
Java port trom the battle in the Java 
Sea. She reported that severe Josses 
had been inflicted on the Japanese, and 
then she and the Yarra sailed from 
Java for Australia. Nothing had been 
heard from them. 

it was conceivable, considering the 
narrow waters in which they were 
operating, that some members of both 
crews managed to get ashore or were 
picked up. 


NEW GUINEA BATTLES 


Australian guerrillas, left behind on 
tle north coast of New Guinea, are 
still in action against the Japanese. 
operating from the jungle in small 
actions, says Melbourne Radio. The 
battle for New Guinea a bos to be 
developing, but Federal Ministers are 
alive to the possibility that it may be 
a feint to cover a full-scale attack on 
adjacent parts of the Australian main- 
land, the announcer added. : 

Paris Radio, quoting Japanese re- 
ports, said that the Japanese had car- 
ried out new landings on the north 
coast of New Guinea, “ and are now 
in control of the north-eastern coast of 
the island.”” The announcer asserted 
that, after ‘ consolidating their posi- 
tions at Salamaua and Lae, the 
Japanese penetrated into the interior, 
and are now marching on - Port 
Moresby.”.— (The A.P.) 

Paris Radio also said soo, riú that 
the Japanese had carried out landings 
west - Rangoon. 


AUSTRALIAN ARMY 
CHANGES 


A “large-scale infusion of youth '” 
inte the Coderhio of the Australian 
Army has been ordered by the Common- 
wealth Government, Mr. Forde, the 
Army Minister, disclosed, according to 
a Reuter telegram from Sydney last 
night. Officers whose ages render them 
no longer suitable for active Army 
duties will be retired, ‘‘as the Lusiness 
of leading armies nowadays 5s far too 
exacting for oldish men. Muc; younger 
officers will be appointed to Jead front 
line troops, vi Kg sags bis 
they replace will. iven second line 
ap ha in. uait and other 
units, where their ex 
used i 
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AUSTRALIA READY FOR 
WAR © 
PREMIER’S BROADCAST TO 
AMERICA 


_ CANBERRA, Saturday.—‘‘Australia 
IS a nation stripped for war,” declared 
Mr. Curtin, the Commonwealth Premier, 
in a broadcast to America this morn- 
ing. 

“ Our minds are set on attack rather 
than defence. We believe, in fact, that 
attack is the best defence,” said Mr. 

urtin. ; 

“Australia is the last bastion between 
the west coast of America and the Japa- 
nese. If Australia goes, the Americas 
are wide open. It is said that the 
Japanese will by-pass Australia, and 
that they can be met and routed in 
India. 1 say to you that the saving of 
Australia is the saving of America’s 
west coast. If you believe anything to 
the contrary, then you delude your- 
selves. 

‘It is a matter of some. regret to 
us,’ continued Mr. Curtin, ‘‘ that even 
now, after 95 days of Japan’s stagger- 
ing advance south, we have not 
obtained first-hand contact with 
America. Dr. H. VY. Evatt (Minister 
for External Affairs) was going to 
America for discussions and ‘ to tell 
you that we are fighting mad, that our 
people have a Government that is 
governing with orders and not with 
weak-kneed suggestions.’ ”’ 


“SACKING; TWINE - 


AND CORDAGE 


NEW ZEALAND FLAX 
GROWS HERE 


By a Reporter, 

We could grow our own fibre in 

this country for the manufac- 
ture of sacking, binder twine, cord- 
age and, possibly, paper. New 
Zealand flax, a plant that is grown 
in very many gardens all over this 
country, supplies the fibre for these 
products in New Zealand, and there 
seems to be no reason why it could 
not do so here. 

Such is the opinion of people who 
have been examining the possibilities of 
the plant since the supply of sacks, 
binder twine, etc., began to dwindle. 

The plant, the botanical name of 
which is Phormium Tenaz, has become 
acclimatised to this country, and now 
grows successfully here, ite large round 
clumps of double, sword-shaped leaves 
being a familiar feature of many 
gardens. New Zealand Government 
publications on the plant claim that it 
gives the best fibre in the world for 
binder twine, and the whole of the 
twine—2,000 tons—required for that 
country’s harvest every year is made 
from phormium. The best grades go 
into the binder twine; lower grades go 
to the making of cordage and ropes, 
and the tow which comes from the fibre 
in scutching is used for packing 
upholstery. Paper can also be made 
from the fibre. 


Mr. H. 8. Mourant, a former resident ' 


of New Zealand, who now is in Dublin, 
has studied the New Zealand flax, and 
believes that its use here is an obvious 
way out of the difficulty of fibre 
shortage... He has put its possibilities 
before various people in the manufactur- 
ing line, and they have expressed their 
belief that phormium would solve their 
war-time problems. 

The plant can be propagated easily 
from root stocks taken from exist- 
ing clumps. If a survey were 
made of the approximate number 
of plants growing in the country, 
it could be determined how soon 
a sufficient acreage could’ be 
planted to supply fibre to keep our 


| rope industries going, help the grow- 
more-food campaign by providing twine 


for the harvest, and at the same time 
provide a good deal of employment. 
The provision of machinery for pro- 
cessing the plant would be difficult, but 
in New Z , while the first planta- 
tions of phormium were coming to 
fruition the machinery was manufac- 
tured in the country’s foundries. With 
the knowledge of ordinary flax pro- 
cessing already at our disposal it should 
not be difficult to evolve a machine 
for the work. It is probable that help 
from New Zealand manufacturers 


Further south three populated places 
—one of them a railway centre—have 
been completely cleared of the Germans, 
and the Russian advance, 
gaining momentum .since the new high- 
pressure attacks were launched a few 
days ago, seriously threatens the 
Germans’ precarious hold on a line 
running roughly from west of Krasno- 
grad and Lozovaya down to the Azov 
shore between Mariupol and Taganrog. 

Since troops. of General Zhukov’'s 
right wing breached the Strauss line, 
and “advanced to a point within forty 
miles of Dorogobuzh, the isolation of 
Rzhev has been even more complete 
than it was a few weeks ago, when the 
Russian front surged forward north and 
south of the town. Now both Rzhev 
and Vyazma.are in a perilous situation. 
—(Press Assotviation and Reuter.) 


GERMAN CLAIMS 

BERLIN. Friday.—The Germans 
to-day claimed a ‘‘ great German vic- 
tory’’ on a northern front. A mili- 
tary report stated that ‘‘the 80th, and 
part of the 27th Soviet Cavalry Divi- 
sion, most of the 327th Rifle Division, 
and some of the 26th Rifle Division, 
were cut off,, and either destroyed or 
taken prisoner’ in fighting which 
began on March 10.—( Reuter. } 

According to the German High Com- 
mand, the Russians did not resume 
their attacks yesterday east of Tangan- 
rog, Stalino, nor to the north of the 
Donetz, instead, claims the German 
News Agency, ‘‘ one of our own offen- 
sive operations was very successful, 
infantry threw back a numerically 
superior force, capturing a height and 
a village for which fierce fighting had 
been. taking place. East of Kharkov, 
the Agency adds, “the Russians re- 

ated fierce attacks, which resulted in 
1eavy defensive fighting very costly to 
them.’’—(Reuter.) 


SOVIET COMMUNIQUE 
MOSCOW, Friday. — The Soviet 
communiqué states, according to 
Moscow radio:— ‘‘ During March 13 
our troops continued offensive opera- 
tions against the German Fascist 
troops and made a further advance. 
On some sectors of the front the enemy 
launched counter-attacks which were 
repulsed with heavy losses for him, On 
March 12 24 German ‘planes were 
destroyed, Our losses were seven 
'planes. 


SHELLING IN LIBYA 
BENGHAZI SHIPPING BOMBED 


“During the day there was some 
exchange of shell-fire between the 
advanced elements of both sides. Durin; 
these exchanges our artillery destroye 
a few enemy motor vehicles and caused 
others to disperse,’ said Friday’s 
Middle East communiqué from Cairo. 
“Our air forces again carried out 
cfensive patrols over the forward 
areas.” — 

‘‘ Shipping in Benghazi Harbour was 
bombed during the nights of March 10 
to 11 ard 11 to 12,” said Friday’s Royal 
fir Force Middle cast communiqué. 
“There was some fighter activity dur- 
ing March 11 to 12. A Junkers 88 
was destroyed, and other enemy 
bombers were damaged off the Egyptian 
coast on March 11: 

“ During enemy raids on Malta on 
March 10 to 11, a Junkers 88 was 
destroyed and others were damaged. 

_‘“ From the above, and other, opera- 

tions one of our aircraft has failed to 
return, but an aircraft reported as miss- 
ing in the communiqué of March 11 
has now returned to its base.’’—Press 
Association. 


WAGES RATHER THAN TIPS 


The practice of tipping in hotels and 
restaurants has declined so much that 
workers claim that their gross earnings 
have been considerably reduced, apart 
altogether from the reduced purchasin 
power of wages. The hotels an 
restaurants branch of the Irish Trans- 
port and General. Workers’ Union has 
decided to open negotiations with the 
employers ‘for higher wages. 

In the tipping zone waitresses get 
from 18/6 to bs /8 per week and waiters 
from 28/- to 30/6, while porters re- 
ceive from 25/- to 29/-. utside the 
tipping zone, men receive 37/6 to 42/6 
and women from 20/6 to 25/6. “They 
claim that the purchasing power of 
their wages has been halved since they 
Jast made an agreement with the 
employers in 1938. 


WASHINGTON, Friday. — Mr. 
Morgenthau, U.8. Secretary of the 
Treasury, told the Senate Finance 
Committee that the cost of- the war 


rogramme exceeds $140,000;000,000 
fabeut £35,000,000,000).—(Reuter. ) 


would be forthcoming 3 


to work | 


island of Sabang, off Sumatra, and the 


towns of Turororos and Loboneo, 
out resistance.—Associated Press. 


steadily . 


encourage regular abstention from 
bread-eating among those who can 
afford to buy alternative foods, in order 
to leave more bread for the thousands 
whose staple food it is. If those who 


can afford other foods will agree to eat 
bread at only one meal each day, this 
purpose will have been achieved. 

It has been suggested that the best 
way to make the idea known to all 
those whose co-operation is sought 
would be by the wearing of badges. 
The Jrish J'imes, therefore, is issuing 


h ° F i R "2 
The idea behind N B BL is to} yn BBL badges free, and all who feel 


that they can make the personal 
sacrifice involved are asked to wear 
these badges, and encourage others to 
do so. 

. Wearing of the badge shows that you 
have agreed :— 

To eat bread at breakfast only 
or at any other one meal daily. 

To eat no.more than your normal 
amount of bread at that one meal, 
less if possible. 

To avoid the wastage, directly 
or indirectly, of any wheaten food 
whatsoever. 

To wear the badge for so long as | 
you observe the rules, 

To encourage others to join the 
League. 

Write to N B B L, Jrish Times, 
Dublin, . enclosing a stamped and 
addressed envelope; and the badge will 
be sent you by return. Or call at this 
office for your badge. 

Members of N B B L who may be 
in doubt as to what form their daily 
diet will assume, will, perhaps, be 
encouraged to learn that advice on this 
matter will appear regularly in the 
Irish Times, in the form of menus for 
a N B L day. Assistance in an 
advisory capacity is very kindly being 
given by Professor W, J. E, Jessop, 
the well-known dietician, and by Miss 
Kathleen O’Connell, Principal, College 


of Domestic Science, Dublin. 


Eg——R.““ 


R.A.F. RAIDS NORTHERN 


FRANCE : 


ENCOUNTER WITH GERMAN 
FIGHTERS 


British fighters were over Northern 
France in considerable. strength yester- 
day afternoon. A small force of 
bombers was escorted to Hazebrouck, 
where the railway yards were bombed. 
None of the bombers is missing. The 
fighters encountered a number of 
German fighters, and destroyed eight of 
them. Five British fighters are 
missing,—(Press Association.) 

“Fighter Command for the third 
time this week carried out this after- 
noon & large-scale offensive sweep into 
occupied territory,” said the Air 
Ministry News Service yesterday. “A 
small force of bombers was escorted to 
attack a vital marshalling yard. Many 
dog-fights between Spitfire squadrons 
and German fighters took place, and, 
although full details of this operation 
are not yet complete, it is known that 
at least eight enemy aircraft were 
destroyed. 

““One wing went in over the target 
ahead of the bombers and swept the 
area almost clear of the German 
fighters. Then, when the bombers with 
the fighter escort arrived, the greater 
part of the air fighting was over. ... 

“The fighter protection of the 
bombers was so effective that few 
enemy fighters were able to attack 
them. 

‘Fuller details of to-day’s offensive 
show that the escorted bombers had 
completed their task and were on their 
way-back to the coast when about 
twenty Messerschmitt 109’s tried to 
attack them.”’ 

The German radio claimed that four 
Spitfires were shot down over occupied 
French territory, while one was shot 
down over Dutch _ territory.—(Asso- 
ciated Press.) 


AEROPLANES OVER PARIS 


VICHY, Friday — Five aeroplanes 
were observed over the Champs Elysées 
and the 15th Arrondissement during 
a Paris “'alert,” which lasted from 
2.40 p.m. until 3.25 p.m. No bombs 
were dropped. 

later ergy © says:—This after- 
noon’s alert in Paris was sounded in 
error. Anti-aircraft guns went into 
action. The mistake was. due to the 
appearance of ' German ‘planes of a 
new type’’ in the sky, says a Paris 
telegram.—(Reuter. ) 


POSTMAN’S KNOCK 

Those who wake with the postman’s 
knock will sleep a little longer in 
future. To enable postmen to obtain a 
hot meal before they start on their 
rounds, the Minister for Posts and 
Telegraphs has decided, in view of gas 
rationing, that deliveries in. the ‘city 
will not begin till 8 a.m., and in the 
suburbs 7,15 a.m. 

An official of the Gas -Company, 
announcing yesterday that the hours of 
gas availability on St. Patrick's Day 
will be the same as those on Sundays 
— 10.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m.—stated that 
despite repeated’ appeals, ‘there had 


consumption of gas, 


serve, since it bas not been given by 


been’ no appreciable reduction. in the | 


ESPIONAGE TRIALS IN 
NEW YORK 


Federal Judge Goddard sentenced 
seven persons to a total of 117 years’ 
imprisonment for espionage conspiracy 
at ‘the close of the nation’s first spy 
trial of this war, says Associated Press 
ina -telegram- from New . York. last. 


night. 

Three were given 20 years; three 
others, including a woman, 15 years, 
and one 12 years. The Judge said he 
was “not only punishing you for your 
treachery, but warning others. like you 
that such acts will not be tolerated.” 

The illegal activities occurred before 
America entered the war, otherwise 
they would have been liable to the 
death penalty. 


MORE AIR RAIDS COMING 
WESTERN EUROPE WARNED 


Col. Britton, in a broadcast, said :— 
“Here is an official warning of con- 
cern to Western Europe. e Royal 
Air Force will again, in a short while, 
bomb factories which are giving 
valuable aid to Germany. These 
attacks are necessary. Britain cannot 
allow the uninterrupted production of 
arms and munitions for use by Ger- 
many. The main weight of bombs will 
fall on factories in Germany itself, as 
it has done in this past week, but 
attacks will also be made on factories 
outside Germany. For obvious reasons 
I shall not tell you which factories will 
be bombed or when the attacks will 
come. It may be to-morrow, it may 
be in three weeks’ time, but the 
attacks will be delivered on factories 
which are vital to Germany.” 


QUEEN MARY AT RIO— 
ITALIAN REPORT 


VICHY, Friday.—Vichy News 
Agency publishes a dispatch from the 
Italian frontier, which states :—‘‘ The 
Buenos Aires correspondent of the 
Rome newspaper Giornale d'Italia re- 

orts that the British liner Queen 

ary, after putting in for three days 
in Rio de Janeiro Bay, has left for an 
unknown destination. 

“The liner had ten thousand British 
and American soldiers on board, and 
was escorted into the South Atlantic by 
three warships. During her stay at 
Rio de Janeiro no soldiers landed.’?— 
( Reuter.) 


_ BRITISH TROOPSHIPS 
REPORTED SUNK 


Corunna (Spain) Radio broadcast 
yesterday a. report, which the 
Associated Press issues with all re- 


any other sources, stating that 
*‘ according to Japanese sources ” two 
British troopships in the Bay of 
Bengal have been sunk. 

Berlin Radio, quoting a Bangkok re- 
port, alleged that the. troopships were 
on their way to an Indian port with 
troops evacuated from Burma. The 
vessels were sunk by Japanese naval 
units, the announcer stated. 
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| ” SOLDIER SHOT DEAD 


The proprietor of a well-known firm 
of motor engineers said that a further 
reduction in petro] distribution would 
mean widespread unemployment in the 
motor trade, and, unfortunately, the 
work that would be lost. was well-paid 
work, most of the workers in the trade 
receiving between £4 and £5 per week. 
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BRITISH "PLANE CRASH 
IN MAYO 
“ A British "plane crashed 


to-day near Crossmolina, Co. 
Mayo. One member of the 
crew was injured, states a 
Government _[nformation 

ureau announcement, issued 
last night. 
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HOW THREE U-BOATS 
WERE SUNK 


DETERMINED ATTACK ON 
CONVOY 


The British Admiralty yesterday 
stated :—‘‘ On January 3 the Admiralty 
announced that two Focke-Wulf long- 
range bombers and at least three 
U-boats had been sunk in an excep- 
tionally determined and _ sustained 
attack on one of our convoys. It is 
now possible to state that the U-boats 
from which prisoners were taken were 
U131, 0434 and U574.”’ 

The statement tells that on the night 
of December 16 to 17 U121 located the 


convoy. Attacked with depth charges,’ 


she took a big list and angle.. Convoy 
escorts closed on her and opened fire 
as she came to the surface. She sank 
on the afternoon of December 17. All 
her 48 officers and men are prisoners 
of war. 

The second U-boat from which 
prisoners of war were taken during this 
attack on the convoy was U434, a 500- 
ton boat. On the morning of December 
17 she came up with the convoy. On 
the following afternoon she was attacked 
by destroyers with depth charges and 
came to the surface. but sank imme- 
ton boat. One officer and one rating of 
her crew of 44 officers and men were 
drowned. 

The third U-boat from “which 
prisoners were taken during the attack 
on the convoy was U574, a 500-ton 
boat. Early on the morning of Decem- 
ber, 19 she attacked. One ‘of her 
torpedoes sank the ex-American 
destroyer Stanley, which had taken 
part in the destruction of U434 the 
previous day. H.M.S. Stork attacked 
her with depth charges, putting her 
main motor out of action. Her com- 
manding officer was reluctant to bring 
her to the surface and abandon ship. 
Of her complement of six officers and 
37 ratings, two officers and 25 ratings, 
“uii her commander, lost their 
ives, 


GOVERNMENT AND KILDARE 
TURF AREA 


The Government Information Bureau 
states, in regard to the complaint of 
the Goodwill Food and Fuel Producers 
(Guild of Goodwill), Ltd., that by 
insisting on the company importing 
labour to cut turf in Kildare instead of 
using local labour, amounts to “a 
prohibition against the company’s con- 
tinued efforts to provide turf at 
cheaper rates for Dublin workers. ' 
The statement emphasises that, there is 
no discrimination against voluntary 
bodies, but if independent producera 
were allowed to use local labour on 
Government bog areas, it would, in 
effect, reduce the ration of the general 
community in order to increase that of 
a privileged few, and the same con; 
sideration applied to the question of 
price. 7 


SHIPS TORPEDOED IN 
ATLANTIC 


WASHINGTON, Saturday. — The 
Navy Department announced that two 
more . merchant ships have been 
torpedoed. One of the torpedoed ships 
is described as a small U.S. merchant 
ship, lost in the Caribbean area. The 
other is a small Norwegian merchant 
ship, which was lost off the Atlantic 
coast.— Reuter. ) 


PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT 
AND SABOTAGE 


According to an Associated Press 
Washington despatch of last night, 
President Roosevelt said that numerous 
happenings, some of which had been 


“| kept secret, had led to the belief that 


Government buildings. in Washin 
and elsewhere might be cia ca 


Private James Buckley, who hed 
been stationed at Collins’ Barracks, 


i ‘Cork, was found dead in the barracks 
> eerie d morning with a shot wound 
in his 


of the 


head, as the result apparent! 

accidental discharge cf 
revolver. He was a married man and 
his wife resides in Cork. . 
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attacked or threatened. That is ‘the 
immediate danger we have to meet. 
The problem of the defence of India is 
one of very close co-operation between 
the three Services and of treating it 
as such and building up a strong Air 
Force in North-East India which will 
not content itself with defence, but 
will attatk the enemy, and will be one 
of our principal means of safeguarding 
India. Every preparation is being 
made to megt the threat of a Japanese 
sea-borne «expedition. 

“On land it is obviously impossible 
to construct beach defences along the 
immense coast-line, as has been done 
in England, and it is our intention to 
meet the possibility of invasion by 
mobility and attack and not by 
attempting to hold defensive lines. 
Defence will be based mainly on hold- 
ing within strikin distance of 
threatened points mobile reserves which 
can move to meet and attack the enemy. 


‘* BEHIND THE CLOCK ” 


Earlier General Wavell said :'—'' Last 
time I met most of you I was off to the 
newly established A.B.D.A area, of 
which the Netherlands East Indies was 
the centre, and, as 1 well realised then, 
it was going to be a race against time 
wiether we could get in our reinforce- 
ments of land and air troops, especially 
air troops, in time to halt the Japanese 
advance southward. We were always 
behind the clock, and we lost that race 
against time by some four or five 
weeks. The Japanese moved quicker 
than we had hoped, and our reinforce- 
ments were rather later than expected. 

“I would ask you to áin judg- 
ment on these matters until the fuil 
story is available. I can assure you 


the authorities are fully alive to the 


reasons and are taking to heart the 

causes and the lessons of these failures 

ai hea doing their best to remedy 
em.” 

Questioned about, the possibility of 
the Japanese attacking Russia, General 
Wavell said that it was ‘‘one of the 
possibilities.’” From the Japanese 
point of view, Russia was a danger 
close home, which she might, if she 
thought herself strong enough, decide 
to remove at once, but there wag also 
danger from Japan’s standpoint of air 
attacks from Russia. The Japanese 
will not attack Russia unless they feel 
thoroughly certain of a quick and easy 
success. Russia, as long as she is 
engaged in the struggle against 
Germany, would not move against 
Japan unless she were actually 
attacked or thought she was going to 
be attacked.— (Reuter. ) 


main drainage, as well as a reduction 
in the demand of Grangegorman 


Mental Hospital. 


DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL 


From Ovr POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT: 


I understand that the rates for the 
Dublin County Council area are likely 
to be reduced by at least two, and 
possibly three, shillings in the pound, 


SCENE AT BALBRIGGAN 
MEETING 


PROTEST AGAINST CO-OPTION 


As a protest against the manner in 
which Mr. Louis Derham was co-opted 
to the vacancy created by the death of 
Mr. 'F MM. Cashell, Mr. W, F. 
Cumisky walked out from the monthly 
meeting of Balbriggan Town Commis- 
sioners. 

When Mr. Louis Derham was pro- 
posed for the vacancy Mr. Cumisky 
said that he felt that the muority 
which the late Mr. Cashell had repre- 
sented should have a similar represen- 
tative. 

“What,” he said, “would be the 

osition if the case was reversed? I 

ave no one in my head for the posi- 
tion, but I think that the minority 
are entitled to the seat. If that motion 
is defeated, then I will support the 
co-option of Mr. Derham, who is a 
very good man. 

Miss Fulham said that she had been 
much taken aback when she had come 
thereand found that “it ‘wae all 
decided and sealed.” 

Chairman—It was not decided or 
sealed. 

Mr. Cumisky said that, while they 
were all in agreement with the election 
of Mr. Derham, they disagreed with 
the manner in which it was done. He 
moved that the people whom the late 
Mr. Cashell and the late Mr. Gorman 
represented should be given an oppor- 
tunity of filling the seat. 

The Chairman said that he would 
not. accept Mr. Cumisky’s motion, and 
when he put Mr. Reynolds’s motion, 
that Mr. Derham be elected, Mr. 
Cumisky walked out, saying: “ It, has 
all been proposed, seconded and passed 
a week ago.” 

Mr, Derham was co-opted, 


He’d have thought the @0EaREST sublime, 


Full many. a sonnet, 


= 


He’d lavish upon it, 
And write us an advert’ in rhyme. 
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